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August 15, 2016
Dear Eighth Grade Parents,

We are so excited to have you and your eighth grader join our team for the 2016-2017 school year.  We are anxiously awaiting a year filled with exploration, discovery, and academic excellence from which your child will certainly grow.
General Information
· All 8th grade students will arrive to each class on time and with the necessary materials. This includes their Case IT Binders, paper, and pencils. A tardy policy is in effect for students that are continuously late to their classes.

· Students will be required to have a hall pass from their teacher each and every time they leave the classroom, regardless of the reason.  
· As the student leaders of the school, all 8th grade students are expected to exhibit appropriate behavior all year in accordance with our school policies and the Leon County Student Code of Conduct. This will be true during school hours and also while participating in trips or events.  
Lockers & Backpacks
Lockers are only available to students that request one from Mr. Wallace for a rental fee of $5.00 Students may not use their own combination lock. Since all lockers are property of the Leon County School Board and are subject to periodic checks by teachers and/or the administration, students should be advised that they will be held responsible for all contents inside the locker.
Backpacks are not allowed to be brought to school or any classroom.  In order to Lighten Students Load they will receive a Case IT from Griffin Middle School to contain all of their school supplies and needs.  These are allowed and required to be carried from class to class.
Parent Conferences

Parent conferences may be scheduled through the Guidance Office (617-5355) if necessary.
Conferences can be scheduled for Monday through Thursday. Prior to requesting a conference, please check your student’s grades from the Parent Portal (on the school website).  Also check your child’s teacher’s SharePoint Site to see what work has been assigned in your child’s class.


Field Trip Information

The Eighth Grade Team will be sponsoring up to 6 field trips during the academic year and we are hopeful that your child will join us in the fun.  The first trip will be an academic fieldtrip to Mission San Luis historic park.  The team is working to schedule two college visits at FSU and FAMU.  The next trip will be a friendly competition bowling trip and lunch at Pizza Hut.  This trip will take place in November 2016 (tentative).  We conclude the year with many eighth grade events.  The eighth grade prom/dance is scheduled for April 2017 (tentative).  This year’s “Gradventure” trip is scheduled for Friday, May 12, 2017. We will also have an eighth grade celebration and accolades ceremony on May 19, 2017 (tentative) We will offer a payment plan that may ease the financial strain of the eighth grade senior events.  Please look for this information to come home in October of 2016.  

Field Trip Eligibility

· No more than 1 Referral with ISS as a consequence and No Referrals that result in OSS the nine weeks of the trip or the event.
· The Gradventure trip no more than 3 Referrals with ISS and 1 Referral with OSS as a consequence.
· All library and textbook books must be accounted for.
***Please note that deposits made on the eighth grade field trips are non-refundable.  Final payment will be due on February 28, 2017 with no refunds after this date.  

  Again, we welcome you to the Eighth Grade Team.  Our ultimate goal is to provide educational experiences to enhance your child’s experience at Griffin Middle School.  We look forward to an excellent year of working together with you to ensure that this goal is met.  

Sincerely,

Mr. Chris Gautney

The 8th Grade Team Leader
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Nondiscrimination Contact Information

“No person shall on the basis of gender, marital status, sexual orientation, race, religion, national origin, age, color or disability be denied employment, receipt of services, access to or participation in school activities or programs if qualified to receive such services, or otherwise be discriminated against or placed in a hostile environment in any educational program or activity including those receiving federal financial assistance, except as provided by law.” No person shall deny equal access or a fair opportunity to meet to, or discriminate against, any group officially affiliated with the Boy Scouts of America, or any other youth group listed in Title 36 of the United States Code as a patriotic society.
An employee, student, parent or applicant alleging discrimination with respect to employment, or any educational program or activity may contact: Dr. Kathleen L. Rodgers, Equity Coordinator and Title IX Compliance Officer, Leon County School District, 2757 West Pensacola Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32304, (850) 487-7306, rodgersk@leonschools.net

